Minutes – 224th Stated Meeting

Synod of the Mid-Atlantic


THE 224th STATED MEETING OF THE
SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

AND ITS PREDECESSORS

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

 October 19-20, 2009

Synod Offices, Richmond, Virginia
MONDAY, October 19, 2009
Registration and lunch began at 12:00 p.m. at the Synod Offices. Commissioners were welcomed by Moderator Richard Keever (Eastern Virginia) and Youngho Lee, Vice Moderator  (AKAP) gave the opening prayer. Commissioners introduced themselves.  

James Adeylotte, Stated Clerk of Western North Carolina, presented an update on the property issues in his presbytery.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
At 1:45 p.m. commissioners separated into committees of Administration, Grants/Awards, Finance and Presbytery Initiatives. Each committee had its list of tasks assigned by the Executive Committee of the Assembly. 
PLENARY SESSION I 
Moderator Richard Keever called the 224th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic to order at 4:45 p.m. Sarah Eller prayed. 

Seated at the 224th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic were commissioners from:
Presbytery
           Title

        Name



Abingdon

Rev.

Bill Parish



Elder

Peta Patton


AKAP
Rev.

Bumsoo Kim

Elder

James Pak


Baltimore
Elder

James Schroll
Charlotte
Rev. 

Veronica Cannon

Rev.

James Shelton
Coastal Carolina
Rev.

Sommer Fulmer Bower

Elder

George Wilson


Eastern Virginia
Elder 

Laura Baetz


James
Rev. 

Beverly Bullock



Elder 

George Comstock


National Capital
Elder 

Miriam Dewhurst


New Castle
Rev.

John Gilmore


Elder

Marlene Quinn
New Hope
Rev. 

James Ferry


Peaks
Rev. 

Michael Hickman



Elder

Sara Eller


Salem
Elder

Timothy Bates


Shenandoah
Rev.

Katherine Jackson


Elder

Hugh Robertshaw

Western North Carolina
Elder 

Larry Poe

MODERATOR

PEVA
Rev. 

Richard Keever


MODERATOR-IN-NOMINATION

AKAP
Rev. 

Youngho Lee


Board of Trustees Advisory Members: Jeff Porter (Abingdon); Bill Staples (James) 

Excused Absences:  David McKee (Executive/Stated); Clerk Sue Lowcock-Harris (Baltimore); Ed Dawkins (National Capital); Felecia Hardy (New Hope); Lawrence Willis (Eastern Virginia); Rebecca Stanley (Western North Carolina); Barbara Willis (PEVA).
STAFF PRESENT: Bill Staples, Janice Chick, Jean Hayes, Cindy Hollingshead
OTHERS: James Aydelotte, Western North Carolina Stated Clerk; Sylvester Bullock (James)
QUORUM

The Stated Clerk reported that a quorum was present.
SELECTION OF A TEMPORARY CLERK

The Moderator appointed Janice Chick, Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Office Manager as the Recorder for this meeting.
THE DOCKET AND RULES AND PROCEDURES

Moderator Keever declared the assembly docket approved without objection. See Appendix A.
Procedural Guide - Jeff Porter (Abingdon) suggested adding wording to VIII Committee Procedures, Section 8.1, #2 to read: (additions in italics)

The purpose of the Grants and Awards Committee is to provide oversight of the administration and distribution of awards, making sure that the wishes of the donor are honored when requests are made, to applicants and to unify the procedure for making awards for those funds which the Synod has responsibility for administering. 
Motion: Sarah Eller (Peaks) so moved, it was seconded. Motion passed.

Motion: George Wilson (Coastal Carolina) moved and it was seconded to approve the amended Procedural Guidelines of the 224th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic.  Motion passed.  See Appendix B
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 223rd STATED MEETING

The Minutes of the 223rd Stated Meeting, having been approved by the Executive Committee and copied to the entire body of Commissioners, were recommended for approval.                  
Motion: Larry Poe moved it was seconded to approve the minutes of the 223nd Stated Meeting . Motion passed. 

REPORT OF THE MODERATOR 
Richard Keever, Moderator, reported on the absence of David McKee, Executive/Stated Clerk, due to family health issue.

Committee Reports and Minutes Received
Motion: James Ferry (New Hope) moved and it was seconded to receive the committee reports and minutes occurring since the 223rd Stated Meeting, as included in the commissioner packets. Motion passed.
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Beverly Bullock (James) reported for the Administration Committee and presented the following:
224-01 Administration Motion: That Synod adopt retroactively the employee insurance adjustment  as approved by the Finance Committee as reported at the August 25, 2009 Executive Committee Meeting. Motion approved.
224-02 Administration Motion: That Standing Rules and Procedures of the Synod were reviewed with various items discussed and noted for edit. Edits as discussed and agreed upon shall be edited into the complete document and presented to the assembly in a new document which is recommended by Administration for approval. Motion approved.

224-03 Administration Motion: That the 225th Stated Meeting  be held on March 8 & 9, 2010 at the Richmond Korean Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA, with lodging to be at nearby hotels. The 226th Stated Meeting will be held October 4 & 5, 2010 at Massanetta Springs in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Motion approved.
Beverly read to the commissioners the recusal policy that was adopted by the Executive Committee in August 2009 as follows:

· Synod Commissioners will recuse themselves from voting, either in committee or in plenary session, on matters before the Synod which bear directly on that Commissioner’s presbytery.  

· The moderator of Synod or of the committee shall remind those Commissioners to absent themselves from the room during the discussion of and voting on that particular matter. 
· Those Commissioners may be called upon to provide specific factual information regarding the particular matter, and shall have the privilege of addressing the body with a specific opinion about the matter prior to absenting themselves. 

Motion: James Schroll (Baltimore) moved and it was seconded: Resolved, that the resolution on recusal as detailed in the three bullet points on page 2 of the August 25, 2009 conference call meeting of the Executive Committee be suspended for the remainder of the 224th meeting and referred back to the Executive Committee for reconsideration. Motion passed. 
Administration Committee will meet after worship Monday evening to finish their editing of the Personnel Policies, to be addressed at Tuesday’s plenary session.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
Laura Baetz (PEVA) reported and recommended the following:
224-01 Finance Committee Motion:  In light of the per capita reductions for 2009 and 2010, resolved that the per capita assessment for 2011 be conveyed to the presbyteries after the March 2010 meeting of the Finance Committee. The Synod Executive, based upon the finance recommendation at the March meeting, will notify the presbyteries accordingly. Motion approved. 

224-02 Finance Committee Motion: Resolved that each and all of those particular, segregated trust accounts maintained by the previous corporation, The synod of the Mid-Atlantic of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Inc., which changed its name to Board of Trustees of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Inc., which merged with this corporation, be and hereby are transferred, assigned and conveyed to this corporation, under the same terms and conditions as they were maintained, held and administered by the predecessor corporation. The investment fund accounts dated 9/30/09 is as follows:

	Catawba Fund

	Operating Reserve

	Plant Fund

	Mission & Program

	Synod Office Maint. Fund

	Speer Fund

	Peacemaking Fund

	Catawba Camping Scholarship

	Visionary Fund

	New Emergent Ministries Fund

	Minnie Pepper Fund - principal

	Minnie Pepper 

	Jubilee Fund - principal

	Jubilee Fund 

	Sadie Duncan Wharton Fund - princ

	Sadie Duncan Wharton 

	Small Church & Manse Fund - pv

	Small Church & Manse Fund 

	W. Z. Stultz Fund - pv

	W. Z. Stultz Fund 

	Eiler Fund - pv

	Eiler fund 

	Eva McKay Fund - pv

	Eva McKay Fund 

	Mittis Towles Wiley Fund - pv

	Mittis Towles Wiley Fund 

	Albert Sidney Wooding Fund - pv

	Albert Sidney Wooding Fund 

	Euler Memorial Scholarship Fund

	Annie B. Moseley Fund

	Ernest & Mattie Gillespie Fund

	Nell Durham Lane Fund

	Lane Fund (Item 8-1) - pv

	Lane Fund 

	Lane fund (Item 8-7) - pv

	Lane Fund

	Restricted for Cap. Replacement

	Deferred Compensation

	Lucy Steele Memorial Scholarship - pv

	Lucy Steele 

	Centennial Scholarship Fund - pv

	Centennial Scholarship 


Motion approved.
224-03 Finance Motion: Resolved that we use the IRS mileage standard for reimbursement for mileage. Motion approved.
224-04 Finance Motion: That the synod continue the $100,000 CD invested in the Presbyterian Loan and Investment Program. This needs to continue starting in Jaunary 2010. Motion approved.
224-05 Finance Motion: That Hugh Robertshaw be Chair of the Finance Committee effective January 1, 2010 for the 2010 year and Carolyn Sprinkle be Vice Chair of the Finance Committee for the same period of time. Motion approved.
224-06 Finance Motion: Resolved that Synod adopt the 2010 proposed budget with the correction of Line Item 4002 to read “Prior Year Reserves.” Motion approved.
PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE 

Peta Patton (Abingdon) reported the following:

The Presbytery Initiatives Committee will submit a budget request of $40,000 for 2010.

224-01 Presbytery Initiatives Motion:  Approve $1,250 request from Massaneetta Springs Camp & Conference Center 100th Anniversary to print and distribute the continuing history of Massanetta Springs during the anniversary year of 2010 - application from Shenandoah & Peaks Presbyteries. Motion approved.

224-02 Presbytery Initiatives Motion:  Approve $12,500 request from SALT (Serving and Learning Together) requested by Massanetta Springs Camp & Conference Center for their conference in November 1010 – application from Shenandoah, Salem, Peaks Presbyteries. Motion approved.

224-03 Presbytery Initiatives Motion: Approve  $5,000 request from Creating Generous Congregations – a stewardship consultation study – from Salem and Charlotte Presbyteries. (They are asked to share this information with the 12 other presbyteries.) Motion approved.

224-04 Presbytery Initiatives Motion: Approve $5,500 request from Regional Multicultural Conference & Festival for a conference in October 2009 – application from Charlotte, Salem, New Hope, Western North Carolina presbyteries. Motion approved.

The proposal from David McKee concerning the caucuses was tabled until the committee could receive more input from David.

Presbytery Initiatives Committee and Grants/Awards Committee met together to decide which committee would handle Peacemaking Fund requests. Grants/Awards will oversee the Peacemaking Funds, therefore the request for funds sent by the Presbytery of New Hope.

Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Presbytery Initiatives report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix C.
RECESS

Jim Ferry (New Hope) prayed to recess the Assembly at 5:45 p.m. for dinner.

WORSHIP SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF 2010 MODERATOR AND VICE-MODERATOR

Commissioners and worship participants met in Early Chapel on the campus of Union PSCE  at 7:00 p.m. for the worship/communion service and the installation of Youngho Lee, (AKAP) Moderator and Sylvestor Bullock, (James) Vice-Moderator. 

PLENARY SESSION II

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2009 – 9:00 a.m. 

Moderator Richard Keever reconvened the Assembly at 9:00 a.m. and he offered the morning prayer and the message that God’s grace is new every morning.

COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED
GRANTS/AWARDS COMMITTEE
Katherine Jackson (Shenandoah) Acting Chair, reported the following:
A new chair of the Grants/Awards Committee was not chosen due to the lack of a quorum.

Motion: James Schroll (Baltimore) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $3,000 to Greenwood Presbyterian Church, Chesterfield, VA, Presbytery of the James. Motion passed. 

Motion: Larry Poe (Western North Carolina) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $3,000 to Calvary Presbyterian Church, Statesville, NC, Salem Presbytery. Motion passed.

Motion: Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $1,575 to the Church of Our Savior, Wilmington, DE, New Castle Presbytery. Motion passed.

Motion: Miriam Dewhurst (National Capital) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $3,000 to Franklin Presbyterian, Salisbury, NC, Salem Presbytery. Motion passed.

Motion: Larry Poe (Western North Carolina) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $3,000 to Gethsemane United Presbyterian Church, Drakes Branch, VA, Presbytery of the Peaks. Motion passed.
Motion: Michael Hickman (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $3,000 to Griers Presbyterian Church, Burlington, NC, Salem Presbytery. Motion passed.

Motion: Michael Hickman (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to approve the Small Church Grant of $3,000 to Oak Grove Presbyterian Church, Middlesex, NC, New Hope Presbytery. Motion passed.

Motion: Sarah Eller (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to approve the Visionary Fund grant of $8,000 to the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. Motion passed.

Motion: Sarah Eller (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to approve the Sadie Duncan Wharton Fund grant to the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. Motion passed.

Motion: George Wilson (Coastal Carolina) moved and it was seconded to approve the Minnie Pepper Fund grant of $500.00 to the Korean students at Union-PSCE, Richmond, VA. Motion passed.
Motion: Peta Patton (Abingdon) moved and it was seconded to approve the Peacemaking Fund grant of $3,000 to the North Carolina Council of Churches Peace Program. Motion passed.

The Grants/Awards Committee will hold a conference call to consider the additional 2010 request from the North Carolina Council of Churches and to elect a chair of the committee.

Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Grants/Awards Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix D.
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Beverly Bullock (James) reported that the Administration Committee met in Paisley Hall after the worship service until 9:50 p.m. reviewing and editing the Personnel Policies.

224-04 Administration Motion: That the revised personnel policies be sent out to all commissioners, giving them 3 weeks to review and make comments, so that the final vote can be taken to approve the updated personnel policies in March 2010. Motion approved.
Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Administration Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix E.
FINANCE COMMITTEE
224 -04 Finance Committee Motion: Laura Baetz moved and it was seconded to approve the Audit Report of the 2008 fiscal year.

Motion passed.

Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Finance Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix F.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Bill Parish (Abingdon) Chair of Nominating Committee presented two recommendations from the Nominating Committee.

1. The following guideline has been approved by the Nominating Committee for the rotation for Synod Moderators:

Presbytery of the James

Western North Carolina

Baltimore

Abingdon

Coastal Carolina

Charlotte 

National Capital

Peaks

Shenandoah

New Castle

New Hope

Salem

Presbytery of Eastern Virginia

AKAP

2. The Nominating Committee recommends that the terms of all committee members become three years with members being eligible to be re-elected for another three year term (total of six years).  To accomplish this, the present class of 2011 will become the class of 2010 and the class of 2013 will become the class of 2011.  The replacements for the class of 2009 will become the class of 2012.  NOTE:  THE PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION WILL CONTINUE WITH SIX YEAR TERMS AS MANDATED IN THE BOOK OF ORDER. Recommendations approved by acclamation.
Bill Parish (Abingdon) presented the Nominating Committee Report listing new committee and commission members. 
Nominee for Moderator of the 2010 Stated Meetings is Youngho Lee (AKAP). Nominee for Vice-Moderator (Moderator-In-Nomination) for 2010 is Sylvester Bullock (James).

Motion: George Wilson (Coastal Carolina) moved and it was seconded that nominations be closed for Moderator and Vice-Moderator and that Youngho Lee and Sylvester Bullock be elected by acclamation. Approved by acclamation.

Other candidates consisted of Committee on Representation members: Paul Ridolfi (Salem); C. W. Hargrave (National Capital); Cindy Privette (Abingdon) Gloria Bolden (Charlotte); Thomas Wilson (New Hope).  Jubilee Fund members: Jerry Howell (New Castle); Sue McLaurin (New Hope). Nominating Committee members: Catrelia Hunter (Salem); Margaret Anderson (National Capital); John Howard (Coastal Carolina); Barry Barbour (New Hope); George Wilson (Peaks); Montreat Board of Directors member: Veronica Cannon. Moderator Richard Keever declared the candidates Elected by common consent. See Appendix G.
2009 COMMISSIONERS RETIRING

Moderator Richard Keever thanked the outgoing commissioners for their diligence and service to the Synod. Those commissioners whose terms expire at the end of 2009 are: 
Timothy Bates (Salem)
Veronica Cannon (Charlotte)
George Comstock (James)
Felecia Hardy (New Hope)
Sue Lowcock Harris (Baltimore)
James C. Pak (AKAP)
Larry Poe (Western North Carolina)
Marlene Quinn (New Castle)
Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah)
Carolyn Sprinkle (Salem)
OLD BUSINESS
Motion: Laura Baetz (Eastern Virginia) moved and it was seconded to formally disband the Board of Trustees Task Force with thanks for their service. Motion passed. 

PASSING THE GAVEL

Richard Keever was applauded for his competent leadership as Moderator as he duly passed the gavel and the Synod cross necklace to Youngho Lee.  Youngho was asked the final questions in the Service of Installment. 
ADJOURNMENT

With the business of the Assembly complete, it was moved, seconded and approved to adjourn with prayer by Youngho Lee at 10:00 a.m.
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