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THE 226th STATED MEETING OF THE
SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

AND ITS PREDECESSORS

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

October 4-5, 2010
Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center
Harrisonburg, Virginia

MONDAY, October 4, 2010
Registration and introductions began at 12:00 noon and lunch was served at 12:30 p.m. at the Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Commissioners were welcomed by Moderator Youngho Lee (AKAP). Sarah Eller (Peaks) gave the opening prayer.  

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
At 1:15p.m. commissioners gathered in Greenwood Hall, Bales Conference Hall, Hastings Conference Hall and the Welcome Center for their separate committee meetings of Administration, Grants/Awards, Finance and Presbytery Initiatives. Each committee had its list of tasks assigned by the Executive Committee of the Assembly. 
PLENARY SESSION I
Moderator Youngho Lee called the 226th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic to order at                                                        

 4:32 p.m. with scripture reading and prayer.                  

Seated at the 226th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic were commissioners from:
Presbytery
           Title

        Name



Abingdon

Rev.

Bill Parish



Elder

Peta Patton


AKAP
Rev.

Bumsoo Kim

Elder

James Pak
Baltimore
Elder

James Schroll
Charlotte
Elder

Lynn Burris


Coastal Carolina
Elder

George Wilson
Eastern Virginia
Rev.

Lawrence Willis
James
Rev. 

Beverly Bullock


National Capital
Elder 

Miriam Dewhurst
New Castle
Rev.

John Gilmore

New Hope
Rev. 

James Ferry

Elder

Janice Smith


Peaks
Rev. 

Michael Hickman



Elder

Sara Eller


Salem
Rev.

Eddie Self


Elder

Carolyn Sprinkle


Shenandoah
Rev.

Katherine Jackson


Elder

Hugh Robertshaw

Western North Carolina
Rev.

Becky Stanley

Elder

Larry Poe
MODERATOR

AKAP
Rev. 

Youngho Lee


MODERATOR-IN-NOMINATION

JAMES
Rev. 

Sylvester Bullock


Finance Advisory Members: Jeff Porter (Abingdon); Barbara Willis (PEVA) 

Excused Absences:  Barton Bacon (Eastern Virginia); James Shelton (Charlotte); Linda Williams (New Castle); Ed Dawkins (National Capital); Sommer Bower (Coastal Carolina); Bill Staples (Treasurer)
STAFF PRESENT: Janice Chick, Jean Cunningham, Cindy Hollingshead, David McKee
OTHERS: Moderator-in-Nomination Bill Kantonen (Western North Carolina) 
QUORUM

The Stated Clerk, David McKee, reported that a quorum was present.
SELECTION OF A TEMPORARY CLERK

The Moderator appointed Janice Chick, Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Office Manager as the Recorder for this meeting.
THE DOCKET AND PROCEDURAL GUIDE

The Docket for the 226th stated Meeting was approved by common consent. See Appendix A.

MOTION:  Lawrence Willis moved and it was seconded to approve the Stated Meetings Procedural Guide with the addition of the section added last assembly in the Finance Committee section. (This was due to the copying of an earlier version.) Approved by common consent.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 225TH STATED MEETING

The Minutes of the 225th Stated Meeting, having been approved by the Executive Committee and copied to the entire body of Commissioners, were recommended for approval.                  
MOTION:  Lawrence Willis(Eastern Virginia) moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes of the 225th Stated Meeting. Motion passed. See Appendix B.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE/STATED CLERK
David McKee presented a verbal report highlighting some of his recent involvements, including:
· Noting that the overture to the General Assembly to eliminate synods from our governance system was answered by the creation of a Special Commission on Middle Governing Bodies. This twenty-one member commission will have authority to act only on specific requests from presbyteries and/or synods to realign boundaries. The commission will also lead the PCUSA in reassessing our governance system.

· Initiating the visitation of the Councils of each of our fourteen presbyteries, as a way to begin consideration of how the synod may adjust and refine its work in such a way as to support and enhance the mission and ministry of the presbyteries, as they in turn work to support and enhance the mission and ministry of their constituent congregations.

· Agreeing to serve a two-year term as president of the Virginia Council of Churches. This office rotates among the Council’s various member groups, and it is the Presbyterians’ turn to do so. David’s term begins at the VCC’s annual meeting on November 2 & 3.

· Agreeing to serve a one-year term as one of the two conveners for the Synod Executive Forum, which  gathers three times each year.

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND MINUTES RECEIVED 
Bill Parish (Abingdon) moved and it was seconded to receive the committee reports and minutes occurring since the 225th Stated Meeting, as included in the commissioner packets. Motion passed. 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Chair Beverly Bullock (James) reported for the Administration Committee and presented her committee report as information only. 

·  Carlos Malavae, GA Ecumenical Relations, will address the Synod at the 227th Assembly.

·  Spring Assembly will be March 14-15, 2011 at Roslyn in Richmond, Virginia; Fall Assembly will be held at Massanetta on September 25-26, 2011.

·  Synod office hours changed – office closed at noon on Fridays in concert with the same schedule of the Presbytery of the James (building co-occupants).
·  Annual Presbytery Minutes’ Review was held August 13, 2010. Changes were made in the review process including reviews in regional groupings, rather than all clerks travelling to Richmond. A new deadline of August 1 was set for completion of the reviews so that a final report may be made at the fall Synod Assembly. This new process will be tried for two years with a reassessment taking place by then. 

·  Stated Clerk was authorized to continue with researching possible sale of the Synod office building, and the feasibility of moving to a “virtual” office arrangement.
·  A suggestion to change the synod assembly meeting time to one day was considered. It was agreed that the current schedule allows sufficient travel time for those who live at a distance.

MOTION: Sarah Eller (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to accept the Administration Committee report in its entirety. Motion passed. See Appendix C.
Jeff Porter reminded the assembly members that the body of commissioners are the trustees for the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic and they would be expected to study what is involved in the sale of the building. Jeff will do some background work on what is involved with trustees and property issues and report to the commissioners.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
Chair Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah) reported for the Finance Committee.

MOTION: Lawrence Willis (Eastern Virginia) moved and it was seconded that the commissioners deal separately with each of the Committee’s motions. Motion passed. 

226-01 Finance Committee MOTION:  Lawrence Willis (Eastern Virginia) moved and it was seconded to receive the Cherry, Bekaert & Holland 2009 audit. Motion Approved.
226-02 Finance Committee MOTION: The committee is proposing that, since approximately half the Finance Manager’s time is spent working with the various Synod endowments and other funds, a proportionate share of the position’s cost be borne by those funds. It was agreed that a decision around adjusting the budget line items to move 50% of the salary cost of the finance manager to small church grant fund be deferred until March, 2011.

226-03 Finance Committee MOTION: Larry Poe (Western North Carolina) moved and it was seconded to approve the 2011 budget as presented. Motion Approved.   
226-04 Finance Committee MOTION: John Gilmore (New Castle) moved and it was seconded to approve the Presbytery Initiatives Budget of $50,000 instead of $40,000 listed in report. Motion Approved.
The following were offered as information only:

· The 2010 current year’s budget update was received. 
· Hugh Robertshaw was elected to chair the Finance Committee through 2012.
· The RBC Portfolio Review for period ending August 31, 2010 was received

· David McKee and Jeff Porter will continue to develop interpretive material to promote the ministry and mission of the Synod to the presbyteries.

226-05 Finance Committee MOTION: James Ferry (New Hope) moved and it was seconded to change the language of the Finance Motion awarding $55,000 to Western North Carolina to “We recommend to the Synod to allocate $55,000 from New Emergent Fund (from sale of Chesapeake property) to the Western North Carolina Presbytery to help them cover some of the legal costs in reference to churches leaving the denomination.” Motion Approved. 
**See Motion on Plenary Session II. It was later discovered that an error had been made in calling the fund New Emergent Fund. Motion should have read “from The Presbytery Emergency Fund to the Western North Carolina Presbytery.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT (1) – ELECTION OF MODERATOR/VICE-MODERATOR

Bill Parish (Abingdon), Chair of Nominating Committee, reported nominations of Sylvester Bullock (James) for Synod Moderator for 2011 and Bill Kantonen (WNC) for Synod Vice Moderator for 2011. There being no nominations from the floor. Michael Hickman moved to close the nominations. The nominees were elected by acclamation. 
BREAK FOR DINNER 
MOTION: Janice Smith (New Hope) moved and it was seconded to recess the Assembly at 5:45 p.m for dinner. Motion passed. 
Adjournment for the evening was preceded with prayer offered by Jeff Porter (Abingdon). 

WORSHIP SERVICE, COMMUNION AND INSTALLATION OF MODERATOR  
At 7:00 p.m. commissioners and worship participants met in Greenwood Hall for worship and communion, Rev. Becky Stanley presiding.  A liturgical dance group of young people from the Moorefield (WV) church assisted with the music.  A service to install the Rev. Sylvester Bullock as Moderator was included as part of worship. The Necrology Report was read. 
PLENARY SESSION II

TUESDAY, October 5, 2010 – 9:00 a.m. 

Moderator Sly Bullock reconvened the Assembly at 9:00 a.m. with prayer.
COMMITTEE REPORTING CONTINUED 
Finance Committee

Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah) offered the following amendment to the motion of yesterday from the  Finance Committee:
AMENDED MOTION:  that the Synod allocate $55,000 from the Presbytery Emergency Fund to the Western North Carolina Presbytery to help them cover some of the legal costs in reference to churches leaving the denomination.
MOTION: Lawrence Willis (Eastern Virginia) called for the question. The motion was seconded. Motion passed. 

MOTION APPROVED.

MOTION: James Schroll (Baltimore) moved and it was seconded for the Stated Clerk to communicate in writing a letter to the General Assembly inquiring about additional financial support for the Western North Carolina Presbytery’s mounting legal expenses (now approaching $300,000) in connection with churches seeking to leave the denomination. Motion Passed .
MOTION: Eddie Self (Salem) moved and it was seconded to accept the Finance Committee report in its entirety. Motion passed. See Appendix D. 
PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE 
Chair Peta Patton (Abingdon) reported for the Presbytery Initiatives Committee and presented the following motions regarding additions to the Presbytery Initiatives guidelines for approval by the body:
226-01 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: Set deadlines for requests to be submitted to the Presbytery Initiatives Committee of January 31 of each year for the Spring Synod Assembly and July 31st of each year for the Fall Synod Assembly. Motion approved. 
226-02 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: Set $2,500 as a cap for each request. Referred back to the Presbytery Initiatives Committee by common consent.
226-03 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: Set a limit for the number of times monies may be requested as “three times for the same program.”
MOTION to Amend: Katherine Jackson (Shenandoah) moved and it was seconded to amend the language to “ordinarily be requested three times for the same program.” Motion passed. 
AMENDED MOTION Approved by common consent.
226-04 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: Clarify that the funds granted by the Presbytery Initiatives Committee  may not be used for salaries or buildings. Motion approved by common consent.
226-05 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: Require the need for a follow-up report – if not received, no further requests will be considered. 
MOTION to Amend: Eddie Self (Salem) moved and it was seconded to change the wording to: “Require a follow-up report – if not received no renewal requests will be considered.” 

Larry Poe called for the question. Agreed by common consent.
VOTE ON AMENDMENT PASSED - 14 yes; 8 opposed.
AMENDED MOTION Approved – James Ferry (New Hope) voted in opposition.
226-06 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: That the Chair and Recorder revise the letter and the evaluation form and send it to the entire committee for approval. Motion approved by common consent.
226-07 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: That Presbytery of the Peaks and Shenandoah Presbytery be given $2,500 for additional funding for the S.A.L.T. Youth Conference at Massanetta Springs for November 2011.

That the AKAP request for funding for 2011 to assist with their budget be denied as it does not meet our guidelines.

That no action be taken on an incomplete application submitted by the Presbytery of the James and Eastern Virginia.

MOTION APPROVED.

MOTION: Miriam Dewhurst (National Capital) moved and it was seconded to approve the entire Presbytery Initiatives report as amended. Motion passed. See Appendix E.
ORDER OF THE DAY: Proposed Constitutional Amendment 10-G. Synod Function on Amending G-12.0100 – See Appendix F.
The Commissioners from Shenandoah Presbytery were asked by their Presbytery Council to seek the advice of the Synod Assembly on the proposed Constitutional Amendment 10-G.:Synod Function (on Amending G-12.0100). The Assembly was asked to discuss this issue to offer guidance to presbyteries as they vote at presbytery meetings.

MOTION: Larry Poe (Western North Carolina)  moved and it was seconded to concur with the amendment. Implicit with concurrence is that we agree with the rationale listed in the amendment. Motion passed. Lawrence Willis (Eastern Virginia) abstained.
GRANTS/AWARDS COMMITTEE 

Chair Kathryn Jackson (Shenandoah) reported for the Grants/Awards Committee and presented the following motions:

From the New and Small Grant Church Fund:

226-01 Grants Committee MOTION: To approve the grant in the amount of $2500, plus an additional $500 for a total of $3,000 to All Souls Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA to replace a furnace. 
226-02 Grants Committee MOTION: To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500 to Pryor Memorial Presbyterian Church, Crewe, VA to deal with termite treatment damage.
226-03 Grants Committee MOTION: To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500, plus an additional $200 for a total of $2700 to St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Henderson, N.C. to replace portion of the roof.

226-04 Grants Committee MOTION:  To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500 to Kenly Presbyterian Church, Kenley, N.C. to replace glass windows.

226-05 Grants Committee MOTION: To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500 to Calvary Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, VA to provide handicap access.
226-07 Grants Committee MOTION:  To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500 to Matthews Murkland Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N.C. to replace entrance doors.

226-08 Grants Committee MOTION: To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500 to New Vision Church, Conover, North Carolina to replace air conditioner.
226-09 Grants Committee MOTION:  To approve the grant in the amount of $2,500 to Calvary Presbyterian Church, Statesville, North Carolina to build a garage storage unit.

All Approved by OMNIBUS MOTION

From the Peacemaking Fund

226-10 Grants Committee MOTION: To postpone the discussion on the details and administration of the Peacemaking Fund until greater clarity can be rendered; and that this may very well be an action of a conference call by the full committee, with a full recommendation to come back to the Executive Committee or the Synod Assembly, whichever meets first.

From the Visionary Fund

226-11 Grants Committee MOTION: To move the request from Winston Salem, North Carolina for assistance to pay for an Associate Pastor to the New Emergent Ministry Fund for action.

226-12 Grants Committee MOTION: to award $2,500 to:

Sanford Area Presbyterian Hispanic Ministry, Sanford, N.C.
New Vision Church, Conover New Church Development, Conover, N.C.
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, Morganton, NC.

MOTIONS APPROVED.
For information only, the Synod Executive is authorized to approve awards from the Wiley, Gillespie and Lane Funds after consultation with the appropriate Presbytery Executives in North Carolina. Note: These Funds are specified for assistance to retired pastors/spouses in North Carolina. The awards are to be affirmed by the Grants/Awards Committee and the Synod Assembly at the first possible date.
From the Minnie Pepper Fund:
226-13 Grants Committee MOTION: To postpone the discussion on the details and administration of the Minnie Pepper Fund until greater clarity can be rendered; and that this may be by action of a conference call by the full committee, with a full recommendation to come back to the Executive Committee or the Synod Assembly, whichever meets first. MOTION APPROVED

Moderator Sly Bullock appointed David McKee (Stated Clerk), Kathryn Jackson (Shenandoah), Grants/Awards Chair and Peta Patton (Abingdon), Presbytery Initiatives Chair, to look up the history of the New Emergent Ministry Fund to clarify which committee was assigned administration of this fund.

From the Sadie Duncan Wharton Fund:

226-14 Grants Committee MOTION:  To grant the amount of $2,000 to the Presbytery of Western North Carolina, Morganton, N.C. for pastor salary.  

MOTION:Sarah Eller (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to receive the Grants/Awards Committee report in its entirety. Motion passed. See Appendix G.
NEW BUSINESS
The Stated Clerk brought forward an AKAP request for $20,000 annually to subsidize the presbytery for three additional years beyond 2010. Youngho Lee spoke for the 28 churches – most of them new and small - in AKAP. The pastors and congregations are trying to finance the presbytery’s expenses themselves, but the economic situation is difficult. Most of AKAP’s presbytery budget goes to provide salary and benefits for their one employee, the Executive Presbyter. It was also noted by the Stated Clerk that the Executive Presbyter is nearing retirement, and has worked at a quite sacrificial compensation level during his tenure, which in turn directly affects his pension. 
Vice-Moderator Bullock suggested David McKee (Stated Clerk) and he form a task force to consider the AKAP request. This task force group would report back to the next synod assembly. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT (2) Bill Parish (Abingdon), Chair of Nominating Committee, announced that The Committee on Representation and the Nominating Committee met together this year and found this joint discussion of representation productive.

Bill will be contacting the presbyteries of Baltimore, Abingdon, and Coastal Carolina (the next three presbyteries in line to provide Synod Moderator) giving them suggestions on diversity for these moderators.
The report worksheet showing nominees highlighted in red for election was completed and presented with the following candidates:

Committee on Representation – Addie Peterson, (Eastern Virginia) 2010; Christina Tutterow,  (Shenandoah) 2012; 
Permanent Judicial Commission – John Kazanjian (Baltimore) 2015, Wilbur Douglass (Eastern Virginia) 2015; 
Nominating Committee – John Howard (Coastal Carolina) 2012.

The Moderator opened the floor for nominations. None were offered. 
MOTION:  Eddie Self (Salem) moved and it was seconded that nominations be closed. Motion passed. See Appendix H.
All nominees approved by acclamation.
OLD BUSINESS

General acclamation and enthusiastic applause was afforded Youngho Lee, outgoing Moderator, for his very patient moderation and leadership skills, especially in light of the challenging language differences. The Commissioners expressed their deep gratitude for his service.
INSTALLATION OF MODERATOR–IN–NOMINATION

William Kantonen (Western North Carolina) was installed as Moderator-In-Nomination/Vice Moderator by action of the Assembly, David McKee (Stated Clerk) and Sylvester Bullock (Moderator) presiding.

2011 STATED MEETING SCHEDULE

Beverly Bullock (James) Administration Committee Chair, announced that the spring assembly meeting will be held at Roslyn Conference Center on March 14-15, 2011 and that the fall assembly meeting will be held September 26-27, 2011 at Massanetta Springs, VA.
APPRECIATION

Commissioners expressed their thanks to Becky Stanley (Western North Carolina) and all those who took part in the worship service.

David McKee thanked those who have completed terms as commissioners for their presbyteries including: Summer Bower (Coastal Carolina), Beverly Bullock (James), Ed Dawkins (National Capital), Sarah Eller (Peaks), James Ferry (New Hope), Katherine Jackson (Shenandoah), Peta Patton (Abingdon), James Shelton (Charlotte), Lawrence Willis (PEVA).   
ADJOURNMENT
With the business of the Assembly complete at 11:15 a.m., Michael Hickman (Peaks) moved and it was seconded and approved to adjourn the 226th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. The Assembly was closed with prayer by John Gilmore (New Castle).
ATTESTATION

This is a true and accurate copy of the Minutes of the Synod Stated Meeting as reviewed by the Executive Committee.

Dated:  ____________________________    _______________________________________








David McKee








Executive/Stated Clerk 








Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 
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