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Friday, November 13, 2009

The evening commenced with registration followed by prayer and a time of praise and worship.  The Reverend Dr. Karen Brown was the leader and keynoter for the evening.  In addition to inspiring and challenging us through the “preached word”, Dr. Brown also presented an overview of the “Church Growth Strategy” developed and implemented by the National Caucus.  The strategy places emphasis on the following areas:  African-American Clergy Women, Evangelism, New Church Development, Leadership, and Youth/Young Adults.

The final phase of the evening consisted of both general and small group discussions regarding a “Statistical Look at Denominational Change” over the last twenty-five years.

The meeting ended with a parting prayer.

Saturday November 14, 2009

The meeting opened with prayer and a time of worship led by the Reverend Dr. Lonnie Oliver.  Dr. Oliver inspired and challenged us through the “preached word”, entitled: “The Role of The Holy Spirit”.  He also led us in a group discussion regarding the importance of the Holy Spirit for future church growth, and the need to assess our church’s “Spiritual Openness”.

Phase Two of our conference consisted of various groups attending to one of the “five” church Growth Strategy emphasis.  Each group was charged with the task of discussing and developing creative ways in which the listed goals of the strategy could be addressed and implemented within the racial-ethnic congregations.  Each group had the opportunity to give a verbal report of their groups work.  In addition, liaisons were chosen by each group, who would have the responsibility of communicating information to the racial-ethnic churches within their presbyteries, regarding the goals, objectives and implementation of the particular church growth strategy emphasis.  

The final phase of the conference consisted of a brief business meeting at which time our Synod Executive, Rev. David McKee, addressed us regarding the issue of the possible dissolution of Synods.

It was approved by the general body to convene our next regional meeting on Friday April 23rd and Saturday April 24, 2010 in Virginia Beach, Virginia, with a specific location to be announced.  The general meeting was adjourned with prayer.

Following prayer, the members of the Steering Committee then met briefly to receive the written budget report from the Treasurer, Rev. Dr. A.C. Canada, and to retroactively approve the final preparations/arrangements for the 2009 Regional meeting.  The Moderator of the Committee, Rev. Addie Peterson, also reminded us that 2010 would be an election year and that we needed to make preparations for that process.  Meeting was adjourned with prayer.






Humbly Submitted,






Reverend Dr. Troy Janel Dixon

