Minutes – 223rd Stated Meeting

Synod of the Mid-Atlantic


THE 223rd STATED MEETING OF THE
SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

AND ITS PREDECESSORS

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

 March 9-10, 2009

The Virginia Diocesan Center at Roslyn, Richmond, VA

MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2009
Registration began at 11:00 a.m. in Gibson Hall. Commissioners were welcomed and Richard Keever, Moderator, (PEVA) gave the opening prayer. Richard Keever opened with scripture from Corinthians at 11:30 a.m. promptly. Each commissioner introduced themselves.  Following was an installation service for new commissioners led by Moderator Richard Keever.
Lunch was served in the Dining Hall at 12:30 p.m.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS IN GIBSON HALL
After lunch commissioners separated into committees of Administration, Grants/Awards, Finance and Presbytery Initiatives. Each committee had its list of tasked assigned by the Executive Committee of the Assembly. 
PLENARY SESSION I 
The Moderator, Richard Keever (PEVA) called the 223rd Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic to order at 4:20 p.m. Laura Baetz prayed. 

Seated at the 223rd Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic were commissioners from:
Presbytery
           Title

        Name



Abingdon

Rev.

Bill Parish



Elder

Peta Patton


AKAP
Rev.

Bumsoo Kim

Elder

James Pak


Baltimore
Rev.

Sue Lowcock Harris




Elder

James Schroll
Charlotte
Rev. 

Veronica Cannon

Coastal Carolina
Rev.

Holly Russell


Elder

George Wilson


Eastern Virginia
Elder 

Laura Baetz



Rev. 

Lawrence Willis


James
Rev. 

Beverly Bullock



Elder 

George Comstock


National Capital
Rev. 

Ed Dawkins



Elder 

Miriam Dewhurst


New Castle
Rev.

Jim Moseley



Elder

Marlene Quinn
New Hope
Rev. 

James Ferry



Elder 

Felecia Hardy


Peaks
Rev. 

Michael Hickman



Elder

Sara Eller


Salem
Elder

Timothy Bates


Shenandoah
Rev.

Katherine Jackson

Western North Carolina
Elder 

Larry Poe

MODERATOR

PEVA
Rev. 

Richard Keever


MODERATOR-IN-NOMINATION

AKAP
Rev. 

Youngho Lee


Board of Trustees Advisory Members: Jeff Porter (Abingdon); Bill Staples (James) Alternate Sung Sam Kim (AKAP)

Excused Absences:  James Shelton (Charlotte); John Gilmore (New Castle); Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah)
STAFF PRESENT: David McKee, Janice Chick, Jean Hayes, Cindy Hollingshead

QUORUM

The Stated Clerk reported that a quorum was present.
SELECTION OF A TEMPORARY CLERK

The Moderator appointed Janice Chick, Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Office Manager as the Recorder for this meeting.
THE DOCKET AND RULES AND PROCEDURES

Moderator Keever declared the assembly docket approved without objection. See Appendix A.
Motion:  Veronica Cannon moved and it was seconded to approve the Procedural Guidelines of the 223rd Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. Motion passed.  See Appendix B
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 222nd STATED MEETING

The Minutes of the 222nd Stated Meeting, having been approved by the Executive Committee and copied to the entire body of Commissioners, were recommended for approval.                  
The minutes of the 222nd Stated Meeting were Approved by Acclamation. 

REPORT OF THE MODERATOR 
Moderator Richard Keever distributed to the commissioners Interim Executive/Stated Clerk/Treasurer John Winings’ final report to the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. See Appendix C
From a Called Meeting of the Executive Committee held earlier on March 9, 2009, Moderator Keever

brought the following recommendations:

• That the Board of Pensions Sabbath Sabbatical Grant program limitations be relaxed to allow applications from all presbyteries, with no limit of applicants per presbytery in any calendar year.

Motion: Larry Poe moved and it was seconded to relax the limitations of the Board of Pensions Sabbath Sabbatical Grant program so that no more than three applications per presbytery per year could be approved for 2009 and 2010. Motion passed.
•
That the Assembly accept the legal waiver submitted by St. Andrews Presbyterian College pending review by the Synod legal counsel.
MOTION:   Jim Moseley moved and it was seconded that the Synod Assembly concur with the recommendation of the Executive Committee to approve legal counsel removing the reversion clause in the Articles of Incorporation of St. Andrews College. 
The following debate included the wish to decide the motion by a 2/3 majority. 

MOTION: Jim Moseley moved and it was seconded to decide the motion concerning St. Andrews college by a 2/3 majority. Motion passed.
Ed Dawkins (National Capital) asked to postpone discussion and voting until Tuesday’s plenary session.
MOTION: Veronica Cannon (Charlotte) moved and it was seconded to postpone the discussion and voting until Tuesday, March 10, 2009 Motion Approved.

SYNOD EXECUTIVE REPORT 

Executive and Stated Clerk David McKee introduced his father, the Rev. Dr. William S. McKee, from Fort Worth, Texas, who is honorably retired from Presbytery of Central Florida.  Dr. McKee is a participant in the evening installation service of his son.
David reported that the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission case of former employees vs. Synod of the Mid-Atlantic has been officially concluded with a confidential settlement by the insurance company.

David reported that his observation is that Synod business is conducted in a positive, energetic fashion with good humor. He is working towards:
1.   Building relationships with presbyteries and has visited seven presbytery meetings with three more visits already planned, and more to follow.
2.   Reviewing and revising manuals or handbooks – personnel policies, new commissioners' orientation, new procedural guidelines, standing rules,  board of trustee’s procedures.
3.  Connecting with denominational leaders such as the Presbyterian Foundation representatives; Union-PSCE  President; Board of Pensions representative; VA Council of Churches; Massanetta’s Fred Holbrook; Head of the Prison Chaplaincy for State of VA, Cecil McFarland.

4.  Acting as ex-officio member of the synod committees.

5. Attending other meetings – Stated Clerks training, GA events, VA Council of Churches, Presbytery Executives gatherings. 

David  noted the correspondence chart of communications received since the 222nd Stated Meeting. The chart was presented as part of the packets distributed to commissioners before the assembly meeting. This report was received as information. It was noted that all the communications were available for review by commissioners in a loose leaf notebook in the registration area. See 

Appendix D.
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Beverly Bullock (James) Chair of Administration Committee, reported that the Personnel Policies and Procedures are in their final stages of editing. Upon review and recommendation by the Committee, the document will be presented for final approval in October 2009. 
A Covenant Agreement between Synod of the Mid-Atlantic and Lees-McRae College was received with enthusiasm for further study by the Administration Committee. The Committee would welcome an invitation to the campus to meet with staff and students, and upon receiving an invitation, the Synod Executive would be authorized to engage the Chair of the Administration Committee and additional commissioners for such a visit with a report to a subsequent Assembly meeting.

Beverly announced that the fall 2009 Assembly will be held at the Synod offices October 19 – 20, 2009. Lodging will be provided by Union-PSCE. (Previously approved.)  
223-01 Administration Motion:   The fall 2010 meeting of the Assembly will be held October 4-5 at Massanetta Springs. Motion Approved.
Beverly also reported that the Administration Committee will handle the Presbytery Minutes Review meeting held in August each year.  
Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Administration Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix E.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
Laura Baetz(PEVA) reported and recommended the following:
223-01 Finance Motion:  That the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic certify that the donor-designated and endowment funds are used for their specified purposes as indicated on the attached list entitled Temporary and Permanent Donor Designated Funds. Motion approved.  See Appendix F.
223-02 Finance Motion:  That the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic’s per capita remain at $1.45. Motion approved.
Laura announced that an investment subcommittee will be formed and meet via conference call but not later than 3/31/09

MOTION:  Lawrence Willis (PEVA) moved and it was seconded to allow the Finance Committee, with Executive Committee concurrence, to make the decision as to choosing an investment management company. Motion Passed. 

223-03 Finance Motion:  That the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic approve the change of financial audit schedule to an audit review in odd years and a full audit in even years.  Motion approved. 

Jeff Porter (Abingdon Financial Advisory Member) commented as former Board of Trustees Chair that the items handled by the former Board of Trustees are complicated issues. Jeff encourages Assembly Commissioners to remember their mantle of responsibility over the management of Synod funds.
Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Finance Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix G.
GRANTS/AWARDS COMMITTEE
Felecia Hardy (New Hope) reported the following:
223-01 Grants/Awards Motion: That the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic approve the following Small Church Grants:




      
a. Covenant Church, Kannapolis, NC
$2500

b. White Rock Church, Kinston, NC
$2500

c. Young Memorial Church, Manson, NC
$2500

Motion approved.
223-02 Grants/Awards Motion: That Synod of the Mid-Atlantic scholarship grants be restricted to members of Presbyterian USA churches of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. Motion approved.
223-03 Grants/Awards Motion: That Euler Grants in the amount of $3750 be awarded to each of the following persons:

New 

· Melissa Gee

· Margaret Lindsay

· Matthew Gaventa

· Karen Rohrer

· Lindsey McCall

Renew

· Julie Argabrite

· Jillian Greene

· Aimee Goldmeyer

· Robbie Phillips

· Carol Pierson

· Mary Pisano

· William Spoon

AND THAT  Stultz Scholarships be awarded in the amount of $2000 to each of the following persons:

· Philip Ratchford

· Joanna Hipp

AND THAT:  Moseley Scholarships be awarded in the amount of $2000 to the following person:

· Carlton Ricks 

Motion approved.
Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Grants Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix H.
PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE
Peta Patton (Abingdon) Chair of the Presbytery Initiatives Committee, reported on the committee’s conference call meeting of January 29 whereby three applications for Presbytery Initiative funds were approved as following: 
1. To Presbytery of the James and Presbytery of the Peaks Hunger Action Committees - $2,000 to be used for stocking fish farms in Haiti;

2.  To Presbytery of Western North Carolina and Salem Presbytery - $6,000 to provide a forum in Western North Carolina to publicly share a Reformed Christian position with the larger community as a witness of social justice regarding immigration;

3. To Coastal Carolina Presbytery and New Castle Presbytery - $5,000 to identify and advise the Hispanic/Latino communities, educate and sensitize the church in issues related, make the church capable to respond to the identified internal and local needs and to be advocates for the Hispanic/Latino community in the church. 
Peta announced that the minutes of the Presbytery Initiatives Committee for March 9, 2009 would be available on the second day of this Assembly Meeting. She encouraged commissioners to return to their respective presbyteries and encourage them to send requests for the initiative program. The Presbytery Initiatives Committee has re-drafted and simplified their letter and application and will be communicating with all the presbyteries again this year. 

RECESS
Lawrence Willis prayed to recess the Assembly at 5:45 p.m. Commissioners met in the Dining Hall for dinner at 6:00 p.m. and for worship at 7:15 p.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE & INSTALLATION OF EXECUTIVE/STATED CLERK
Commissioners and worship participants met in Gibson Hall at 7:15 p.m. for the worship/communion service and the installation of David McKee, Executive and Stated Clerk of Synod of the Mid-Atlantic.  Father and son, Rev. William S. McKee and David W. McKee led communion. The Rev. Kevin Campbell, Executive Presbyter of Abingdon Presbytery, preached.  The Men’s Double Quartet from Richmond Korean American sang two selections. Other participants in the worship service were The Rev. Robert Martin, Jr., Black Mountain North Carolina; The Rev. Beverly Bullock, All Souls Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia;  Elder Laura Calhoun Dail from Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia; Elder Laura Baetz, Williamsburg Presbyterian Church, Williamsburg; Moderator Richard Keever and Vice Moderator Youngho Lee. See Appendix I.
PLENARY SESSION II
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2009 – 9:05 a.m. 
Moderator Richard Keever reconvened the Assembly at 9:05 a.m. and Veronica Cannon (Charlotte) offered the morning prayer.
COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED
PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE
Peta Patton (Abingdon) reported on the Presbytery Initiatives Committee meeting of March 9, 2009. 
223-01 Presbytery Initiatives Motion:  That the Assembly approve applying $10,000 left over from the 2008 Youth Event budget to 2009 for the Youth Leadership Event to be held in Massanetta Springs, Virginia. Motion approved.
MOTION: Sue Lowcock-Harris moved and it was seconded that the Synod Executive research the Presbytery Initiatives budget related to funding for caucuses and notify the Grants/Awards Committee if decisions need to be made before the fall assembly meeting. Motion passed. 
Moderator Richard Keever, with no objection, ruled that the Presbytery Initiatives Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix J.
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE
Beverly Bullock (James) reported that the Administration Committee had been polled about a change in the site for the spring 2010 Assembly Meeting.
223-02 Administration Committee Motion: That the spring Stated Meeting for Synod of the Mid-Atlantic be held at Roslyn Center March 8-9, 2010. Motion approved. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Debate continued on the St. Andrews College issue. The original motion was defeated.
MOTION: Ed Dawkins moved and it was seconded: 

Whereas, the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic received correspondence dated February 19, 2009 on February 20, 2009, from William R. Purcell, Attorney at Law, representing St. Andrews College requesting a resolution of amendment of the Agreement of Consolidation and Articles of Incorporation of St. Andrews Presbyterian College, Resolved, that the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic looks favorably upon this request pending review by Synod appointed lawyers. Motion passed.
Jeff Porter (Abingdon) distributed the list describing the summary of Synod funds that are restricted.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Bill Parish, Chair of Nominating Committee (Abingdon) presented two new names of replacement on the Speer Fund Committee - James Salmon (Shenandoah) and Sue Lowcock-Harris (Baltimore) plus three Advisory Members to the Board of Trustees – Barbara Willis (PEVA) Jeff Porter (Abingdon) and Bill Staples (James).  There being no nominations from the floor, Moderator Keever declared the candidates elected by common consent.

Bill Parish announced that there are three vacancies on the Nominating Committee. He encouraged commissioners from Salem, Baltimore, and the Peaks to apprise their nominating committees of these position vacancies.

REFERRALS FROM 222nd SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Incorporation – Jeff Porter, Chair of the Board of Trustees (Abingdon) summarized the process the Board of Trustees and the Finance Committee have weathered and called the commissioners’ attention to the  Articles of Incorporation documents previously sent out to commissioners as part of Packet III. 
MOTION:  James Schroll (Baltimore) moved and it was seconded to concur with the “Agreement of Merger” effective today, March 10, 2009, giving Jeff Porter and Richard Keever authorization to sign the Agreement of Merger. Motion passed. See Appendix K.
MOTION: George Wilson moved and it was seconded to approve the “Articles of Merger” effective today, March 10, 2009, giving Jeff Porter and Richard Keever authorization to sign the Articles of Merger. Motion passed.  See Appendix L.
Jeff Porter explained that the Board of Trustees members are here to serve, if needed,  in this transition. Laura commented that the whole Synod body is the Board of Trustees now and commissioners need to be cognizant of their duties.
Revisions to the Standing Rules need to be made concerning the change of the Board of Trustees duties. David McKee will edit and refine the portion of the Standing Rules that deals with Board of Trustees. The edited version of the Standing Rules will be submitted for approval in October at the 224th Stated Meeting.

The Assembly broke for a fifteen minute break at 10:00 a.m.
The assembly reconvened at 10:15 a.m.

OLD BUSINESS
MOTION:  Larry Poe (Western North Carolina) moved and Laura Baetz (PEVA) moved:

Whereas, the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will have to expend over $100,000 this year for legal expenses on church property lawsuits, and the Synod has an emergency fund for such purposes; Resolved, that the Synod convert the $15,000 loan extended in 2008 to a grant and also grant an additional $15,000 to Presbytery of Western North Carolina to cover legal expenses to Presbytery of Western North Carolina. Motion passed.
Jim Moseley (New Castle) suggested that we budget an hour of time to discuss these property issues in the October Stated Meeting 
Ed Dawkins voiced his concern over church congregations  leaving PCUSA. He suggested that we set aside prayer time as well as educational time. Ed Dawkins led the entire Synod Assembly in prayer.
NEW BUSINESS

Bill Parish suggested that we buy four laptop computers for Stated Meetings. Duly noted.

Moderator Keever announced a short Executive Committee meeting at the close of Assembly.
ADJOURNMENT

With the business of the Assembly complete, it was moved, seconded and approved to adjourn with prayer by Richard Keever AT 10:45 A.M. Rev. Keever’s closing worship included these words from Corinthians: “Neither the one who plants or the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.” 
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