WILLIAM A. KANTONEN
Born in Springfield, Ohio in June 1936, I attended public schools where I was active in varsity sports, church and & YMCA programs, graduating from Springfield South High School as a member of the National Honor Society in 1954. In 1958 I graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University with a BA in History and a commission in the U.S. Air Force. During my college years, I was involved with student government, varsity athletics and was president of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity. Following graduation, I attended the Lutheran Seminary at Wittenberg University for two years, but entered military service before completing requirements for ordination. For three years I served as an Air Force officer in Oregon, Texas, England and Florida.

My first full-time professional position in the YMCA was as Program Director in Bucyrus, Ohio. I worked in all phases of YMCA programs there until 1963 when I accepted a John R. Mott Fellowship for graduate study at Springfield College. During the time at Springfield, I served as supervisor for undergraduates in YMCA training programs and was pastor for a small rural church before completing requirements for a Master of Education Degree in Community Leadership.

In 1966 I joined the staff of the YMCA of Greater Hartford, Connecticut, with responsibilities in young adult programs and membership development. It was my privilege to work with the leadership of that outstanding association in several very successful membership campaigns and World Service efforts before accepting my first executive responsibility.

From 1969 until 1975 I served as CEO of the Family YMCA in Oneonta, NY and with the help of the dedicated laymen and young enthusiastic staff we were able to gain the acceptance of the work of the YMCA by the entire community. In 1975 I returned to my native Buckeye state as the Executive Director of the Lima Family YMCA and for eleven years had the pleasure of being part of the outstanding tradition of service that association has provided for over 100 years. Membership growth, continued financial development, new and refurbished facilities, and staff development were highlights of my tenure in Lima.

My final full-time YMCA assignment was as President and CEO of the YMCA of Asheville in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina. After ten years in that position, I retired in June 1996, leaving that association well positioned for a second century of service, with exceptional facilities, a solid financial base, well trained staff, and the respect and support of the community.

Over the years I have enjoyed being involved in community affairs and organizations including: Rotary, Jaycees, Human Relations Council, United Way, Chamber of Commerce, Fair Housing, Regional Planning Authority and Caring for Children. I have served as an elder in Presbyterian churches in several communities, and currently sing in the church choir and chair committees of the Session.

My wife, Jennifer, and I have been married for fifty years and have three children and nine grandchildren. Hobbies include golf, gardening and music. We enjoy family travel and visiting different parts of the country.

Since retirement I have done consulting for YMCA Services Corporation, guided school children through the Biltmore House, delivered flowers, built houses for Habitat for Humanity, and served the Presbytery of Western Carolina as Moderator, Committees on Ministry and Personnel Committees. 

