Synod of the Mid-Atlantic

Minutes of the 225th Stated Meeting


THE 225th STATED MEETING OF THE
SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC

AND ITS PREDECESSORS

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

 March 8-9, 2010
Richmond Korean Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia
MONDAY, March 8, 2010
Registration and lunch began at 12:00 p.m. at the Richmond Korean Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA. Commissioners were welcomed by Moderator Youngho Lee (AKAP). Beverly Bullock (James)                   gave the opening prayer. Commissioners introduced themselves. Lunch was served.  

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
At 1:30 p.m. commissioners separated into committees of Administration, Grants/Awards, Finance and Presbytery Initiatives. Each committee had its list of tasks assigned by the Executive Committee of the Assembly. 
PLENARY SESSION I
Moderator Youngho Lee called the 225th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic to order at                                                        

 4:25 p.m. with scripture reading and prayer.                  

Seated at the 225th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic were commissioners from:
Presbytery
           Title

        Name



Abingdon

Rev.

Bill Parish



Elder

Peta Patton


AKAP
Rev.

Bumsoo Kim

Elder

James Pak
Baltimore
Elder

James Schroll
Charlotte
Elder

Lynn Burris



Rev.

James Shelton
Coastal Carolina
Rev.

Sommer Fulmer Bower
Eastern Virginia
Elder 

Barton Bacon


Rev.

Lawrence Willis
James
Rev. 

Beverly Bullock


National Capital
Elder 

Miriam Dewhurst

Rev.

Ed Dawkins


New Castle
Rev.

John Gilmore


Elder

Linda Williams
New Hope
Rev. 

James Ferry

Elder

Janice Smith


Peaks
Rev. 

Michael Hickman



Elder

Sara Eller


Salem
Rev.

Eddie Self


Elder

Carolyn Sprinkle


Shenandoah
Rev.

Katherine Jackson


Elder

Hugh Robertshaw

Western North Carolina
Elder

Becky Stanley
MODERATOR

AKAP
Rev. 

Youngho Lee


MODERATOR-IN-NOMINATION

JAMES
Rev. 

Sylvester Bullock


Finance Advisory Members: Jeff Porter (Abingdon); Bill Staples (James); Barbara Willis (PEVA) 

Excused Absences:  Larry Poe (WNC); George Wilson (Coastal Carolina)
STAFF PRESENT: Janice Chick, Jean Cunningham, Cindy Hollingshead, David McKee, Bill Staples
OTHERS: Fred Holbrook (Massanetta Springs Conference Center), Elder Sung Sam Kim (AKAP) 
QUORUM

The Stated Clerk, David McKee, reported that a quorum was present.
SELECTION OF A TEMPORARY CLERK

The Moderator appointed Janice Chick, Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Office Manager as the Recorder for this meeting.
THE DOCKET AND PROCEDURAL GUIDE

MOTION:  Bill Parish (Abingdon) moved and it was seconded that the assembly docket be approved without objection. See Appendix A.
MOTION: Ed Dawkins (National Capital) moved and it was seconded to approve the Stated Meetings Procedural Guide for the 225th Stated Meeting. Motion passed. See Appendix B.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 224TH STATED MEETING

The Minutes of the 224th Stated Meeting, having been approved by the Executive Committee and copied to the entire body of Commissioners, were recommended for approval.                  
MOTION:  Michael Hickman (Peaks) moved and it was seconded to approve the minutes of the 224th Stated Meeting. Motion passed. See Appendix C.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE/STATED CLERK
David McKee expressed his gratitude to the commissioners for understanding his absence at the October 2009 meeting because of his wife’s health issues.
The Executive/Stated Clerk reported to the Synod Assembly the final Decision and Order of the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission in the matter of Westbrook v. Presbytery of New Hope, noting that the GA PJC upheld the decision of the Synod PJC in refusing to reverse the decision of New Hope Presbytery. It was further directed that the GA PJC Decision and Order be entered in its entirety in the minutes of this Synod Assembly. See Appendix D.
The Stated Clerk related the history of the Overture from the Synod of the Southwest, copies of which were e-mailed to commissioners prior to the meeting. He asked that the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic concur with this overture. See Appendix E.
MOTION:  Sylvester Bullock (James) moved and it was seconded that the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic concur with the General Assembly Overture generated by the Synod of the Southwest concerning the conduction of a study on Presbyterian middle governing bodies. 
MOTION:  Lawrence Willis (PEVA) called for the question. There was a second. Motion to call for the question passed.  
MOTION to concur with the Synod of the Southwest Overture Passed. 
Committee Reports and Minutes Received
Fred Holbrook, Massanetta Springs Conference Center, gave a brief historical account of the center as they are celebrating their 100th Anniversary of the Historic Hotel. He pointed out that the Synod owns the conference center and related that he is willing to preach at churches in the Synod and to prepare the bulletin insert about Massanetta Springs. See Appendix F.
MOTION: James Ferry moved and it was seconded to receive the committee reports and minutes occurring since the 224th Stated Meeting, as included in the commissioner packets. Motion passed.
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Chair Beverly Bullock (James) reported for the Administration Committee and presented the following committee motions:

225-01 Administration Committee MOTION: to recommend to the Synod the adoption of the Personnel Policies and Practices, as circulated.  
225-02 Administration Committee MOTION: that the Synod invite Carlos Malave as Ecumenical Relations Coordinator of General Assembly to attend the next Synod meeting and make a presentation of 15-20 minutes about his PC(USA) ecumenical relations work.  
225-03 Administration Committee MOTION: to renew the lease for a one-year extension with the Presbytery of the James for another year.  
225-04 Administration Committee MOTION: moved to authorize Synod Executive to explore other options with the building and the Synod office, and report back to the Administration Committee as soon as feasible. 
Bill Parish (Abingdon) moved the Administration Committee Motions be approved. Motions Approved.
Moderator Lee, with no objection, ruled that the Administration Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix G.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
Chair Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah) reported for the Finance Committee and presented a short report from the Investment Committee. Appendix H. 
Chair Robertshaw reminded members to study the RBC portfolio report, copies of which accompanied the handout packet. 
Chair Robertshaw brought the commissioners’ attention to the 2009 end of year report and the 2010 budget-to-date report, also included in the handout packet. Appendix I.  

Chair Robertshaw presented the following Finance Committee motions for approval:
225-01 Finance Committee MOTION: that the governance budget for the upcoming fiscal 2011 year with information and interpretation for presbyteries (detailing activities of staff -how they assist the presbyteries, etc.) need to be produced and distributed. The Synod Commissioners shall share this printed information with their respective presbytery for their edification and to help them in their deliberations concerning per capita and other support for Synod.
225-02 Finance Committee MOTION: that $420,650 is the governance budget for 2011; the per capita rate for 2011 be set at $1.45.  

225-03 Finance Committee MOTION: to explore the feasibility of beginning with fiscal year 2011, that the cost of the audit and the salary of Finance Manager be allocated proportionate to the time involved between governance and accounting of investment funds. Finance Manager will report after meeting with the auditors.
225-04 Finance Committee MOTION: that the following will be added to the purpose of the Finance Committee (after the second purpose listed in the Procedural Guide of the Synod [8.1.3]): to “provide fiduciary oversight over the designated funds of the Synod” and “to draft for the Spring meeting of the year the operating and governance budgets annually to the Synod Commissioners.”

Ed Dawkins (National Capital) moved the Finance Committee Motions be Approved. Motions Approved.
Moderator Lee, with no objection, ruled that the Finance Committee report in its entirety was approved. Appendix J. 

PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE 
Chair Peta Patton (Abingdon) reported for the Presbytery Initiatives Committee and presented the following motions:
225-01 Presbytery Initiatives Committee MOTION:  from the Presbytery of Shenandoah and the Peaks that Massanetta Springs be given $2,500 for the printing of the additional histories celebrating the 100th anniversary of that facility.  We discussed allotting $2,500 in 2010 to allow for this. 

225-02 Presbytery Initiatives Committee MOTION:  from the Presbyteries of New Castle and Shenandoah for $3,000 to furnish a new chapel with furnishings, worship materials, Bibles, hymnals, instruments, paraments, etc. in Kikuyu, Kenya, Africa; and $2,000 for scholarships to allow additional men to complete the team from the Synod to be participants on this June 1-12, 2010 trip of the Mid-Atlantic Men’s Kenya Mission Project.  

225-03 Presbytery Initiatives Committee MOTION:  from the Presbyterian Women of Shenandoah and Eastern VA for a program called Stop Hunger Now.  The proposal is for $2,500 for the program to be done at the PW Synod Summer Gathering.  

225-04 Presbytery Initiatives Committee MOTION: from the Presbytery of the James and the Peaks,  $5,000for the Haiti Orphanage and Fish Farm.  We approved this proposal with the caveat that the money must not be used for buildings of any kind or for salaries but for program and mission.  

225-05 Presbytery Initiatives Committee MOTION: David McKee brought a proposal that would change the rules of this committee so that the three caucuses in our Synod could bring a proposal to our committee without the expressed signature of two or more Presbyteries because they already represent several Presbyteries.  These three are the Korean Council, the Hispanic Caucus and the Black Caucus.  Their request must meet the other requirements as to mission or program, not buildings or salaries.   

Ed Dawkins (National Capital) moved the Presbytery Initiatives Committee Motions be Approved. Motions Approved.
Moderator Lee ruled that, with no objection, the Presbytery Initiatives report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix K.
BREAK FOR DINNER & WORSHIP
Ed Dawkins (National Capital) moved and it was seconded to recess the Assembly at 5:45 p.m for dinner and worship. Motion passed. Adjournment for the evening was preceded by prayer from Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah.)  
WORSHIP SERVICE & COMMUNION
At 7:00 p.m. commissioners and worship participants met in the RKPC sanctuary for worship and communion.  Rev. Youngho Lee preached. Young people on the Praise Team assisted with the music. Rev. Choon Duk Suh, founding pastor of RKPC, gave the benediction. 
PLENARY SESSION II

TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2010 – 9:00 a.m. 

Moderator Youngho Lee reconvened the Assembly at 9:00 a.m. by asking the commissioners to join in singing “My Jesus, I love Thee.” Kathryn Jackson (Shenandoah) offered the morning prayer.
COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED
PRESBYTERY INITIATIVES COMMITTEE

Chair Peta Patton (Abingdon) reported that the Presbytery Initiatives Committee had reconvened early March 9, 2010 to consider another application for funding and presented the following motion for approval:
225-06 Presbytery Initiatives MOTION: to give $10,000 to the National Black Presbyterian Caucus to provide assistance to the youth and young adults in our synod to attend and participate in the Youth Leadership Development Conference July 14-18, 2010 at NC Central University in Durham, NC and Regional Conference April 23-24, 2010 with the seminar focused on congregational transformation and strategies for attracting, reaching and keeping their disciples and making new disciples in the local church. The funds will be used for program and registration for the two events.

MOTION: Michael Hickman (Peaks) moved to approve the Presbytery Initiatives Committee Motion to fund $10,000 to National Black Presbyterian Caucus. 
QUESTION CALLED:  Kathryn Jackson (Shenandoah) moved to call the question. There was a second.  Motion to call the question passed by voice vote.  
Motion to approve $10,000 to National Black Presbyterian Caucus Approved.

Chair Peta Patton (Abingdon) announced that the Presbytery Initiatives Committee is going to be more active about seeking out evaluations from recipients in the future.
Heiserman Fund - David McKee reported that the Heiserman funds are now available for mission projects. Three synods are working together and will receive $62,000 per synod. It was decided to develop an Hispanic/Latino leadership development initiative, for which most of the funding will apply.  The remaining funding will go towards a similar African American leadership initiative. Towards this end, Lawrence Willis (PEVA) and Addie Peterson (PEVA) have agreed to represent the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic, along with David McKee, at an initial planning meeting to be held in Philadelphia in April. 

GRANTS/AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Chair Kathryn Jackson (Shenandoah) reported for the Grants/Awards Committee and presented the following motions:
225-01 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION:  ratified the previously approved unanimous decision of the one-time grant of $2,500 to Mountain Presbyterian Chapel in Shenandoah Presbytery. 

225-02 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION:  Ampthill Presbyterian Church, Presbytery of the James, asking $6,000 for new heat and a/c system in the sanctuary and upgrade old system in class rooms and office.  A motion was made and seconded to approve $2,500.00.

225-03 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION: Milford Presbyterian Church, Presbytery of the James, asking $5,000.00 to remodel church areas and make repairs. A motion was made and seconded to approve $2,500.00. 

225-04 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION:  Unity Presbyterian Church, Salem Presbytery, requests assistance with payment of final architectural plans and specifications for the new multipurpose building addition to our existing church facilities. A motion was made and seconded to approve $2,500.00 pending the receipt of the church’s budget.

225-05 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION:  Washington Dongsan Presbyterian Church, AKA Presbytery, requests assistance to renovate church their basement, the making of a choir room and Bible Study room, and an additional small room. A motion was made and seconded to approve $2,500.00.

225-06 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION: The following students have received monies from the Euler Scholarship fund. The money noted by each applicant is now approved for each student by the Grants and Awards Committee. 

Matthew Gaventa, Princeton Theological Seminary, 2nd year, $3,300.00

Melissa Gee, Louisville Seminary, 2nd year, $3,300.00

Jillian Greene, 3rd year, Princeton Theological Seminary, $3,300.00

Margaret Lindsay, 2nd year, Union/PSCE, $3,300.00

Lindsey McCall, 2nd year, Union, $3,300.00

Carol Pierson, 3rd year, Union/PSCE, $3,300.00

Karen Rohrer, 2nd year, Princeton, $3,300.00

Kathleen Daniels, Louisville Seminary, 2nd year, $3,300.00

Robert Fulwood, Dubuque University, 2nd year, $3,300.00

Sara Green, Princeton Theological Seminary, 1st year, $2,500.00

Mihye Jang, Union/PSCE, 3rd year, $3,300.00

Marguerite Tinsley Jones, Union/PSCE, 1st year, $2,500.00

Lisa Calos Salita, Union/PSCE, 1st year, $2,500.00

Robert Vaughan, applied to Princeton Theological Seminary and Union and Columbia Theological Seminaries, $2,500.00 pending his acceptance to one of the seminaries. 

225-07 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION: The Grant and Awards committee requests that $874.00 be set aside in 2010 to be available to possibly fund any “financial difficulty/financial emergency”. Funding of any “financial difficulty/financial emergency” would be made by the G & A Committee through e-mail or conference call. 

225-08 Grants/Awards Committee MOTION: The Grants and Awards Committee approves unanimously $1,900.00 to be awarded to each of these three applicants from the Stultz fund. 

Natalie Nicole Gay, Queens College, going into 3rd year

Joanna Elizabeth Hip, St. Andrews, going into 4th year 

Philip Matthew Ratchford, St. Andrews, going into 4th year

Hugh Robertshaw (Shenandoah) moved the Grants and Awards Committee Motions be Approved.
Motions Approved.
Moderator Lee ruled that, with no objection, the Grants/Awards Committee report in its entirety was approved. See Appendix L.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Nominating Committee Chair Bill Parish (Abingdon) presented the report showing nominees highlighted in red for election. See Appendix M.
Moderator Lee opened the floor for nominations. There were no nominations made from the floor.

Candidates consisted of Permanent Judicial Commission members: James Aydelotte (WNC); Beth Pyles (Shenandoah); Carole Albright (Salem); Ditawa Nianda (PEVA) Thomas B. Haller (Peaks). Speer Fund members: Suzanne Simpson (Coastal Carolina); Harriss Ricks (James). Nominating Committee member: Joseph Young (James). Massanetta Springs, Inc. Board members were also approved.

Stated Clerk David McKee announced that the Executive Committee added Bill Parish (Abingdon) as their at-large member. Executive Committee consists of the Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Chairs of Administration, Finance, Presbytery Initiatives and Grants/Awards Committees, one at-large member and the Stated Clerk (ex-officio). 
New Committee Members approved by acclamation. 

OLD BUSINESS

Beverly Bullock (James) passed around to the commissioners thank you cards to sign for Richmond Korean Presbyterian Church members who exhibited such fine hospitality in hosting the 225th Stated Meeting.
Fred Holbrook (Massanetta Springs) wanted to add a few facts to his report from March 8. He explained that Massanetta finished the year 2009 at $44,000 in the positive. He also described the Brainy Camp that will be six weeks in length for children with all kinds of disabilities.

Stated Clerk David McKee congratulated the commissioners on their energy, cooperation and joy. 

He stated that he continues to be impressed by the high quality of the commissioners that the presbyteries are sending to the Synod.  He added his appreciation for Richmond Korean Presbyterian Church’s hospitality.
Moderator Youngho Lee thanked the commissioners for understanding his challenge in leading the meeting in English since his native language is Korean. He asked that commissioners remain for a group photo.

Janice Smith (New Hope) announced plans for the Presbyterian Women’s June 10-13 Summer Gathering at Massanetta Springs.
Peta Paton (Abingdon) asked that commissioners go back to their presbyteries to remind them to apply for funds through Presbytery Initiatives. James Pak (AKP) suggested that the Presbytery Initiatives Committee plans to be more proactive and make presentations at presbytery meetings.
MOTION: James Schroll (Baltimore) moved and it was seconded to thank by motion in these minutes the Richmond Korean Presbyterian Church for their hospitality. Vote was counted by saying thank you and applauding. Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT
With the business of the Assembly complete at 10:00 a.m., Lawrence Willis (PEVA) moved and it was seconded and approved to adjourn the 225th Stated Meeting of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic. The Assembly was closed with a scripture passage by Moderator Youngho Lee and prayer by Peta Patton (Abingdon).
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